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TAGS: PINT, UK 

SUBJECT: IRA RETURNS TO THE BIG BOMB 

1. IN A RETURN TO THE "BIG BOMB" TYPE OF ATTACK, ON THE 
EVENING OF JANUARY 19, THE IRA SET OFF LARGE CAR BOMB EXPLOSIONS 
IN THE CENTER OE DUNGANNON AND COOKSTOWN. THE BOMBS WERE 
CLEARLY DESIGNED TO INFLICT A MAXIMUM OF DAMAGE TO THE POLICE, 

5 OF WHOM WERE INJURED IN THE ATTACKS, TWO SERIOUSLY. BOTH 
BOMBS CAUSED EXTENSIVE DAMAGE, TO THE RESPECTIVE TOWNS AND 
THE COOKSTOWN BOMBING WAS DESCRIBED BY A POLICE SPOKESMAN 
AS "A DELIBERATE AND COLD-BLOODED ATTEMPT TO LURE POLICE TO 
THE SCENE UNDER A EALSE PRETEXT AND KILL THEM." 

2. ON THE SAME DAY IN LONDONDERRY THREE POLICEMEN WERE 
INJURED WHEN GUNMEN OPENED FIRE ON THEIR VEHICLE. IN ADDITION 
FIREBOMBS DESTROYED A SHOP IN DOWN-TOWN BELFAST, AND THAT, 
COUPLED WITH SEVERAL BOMB HOAXES AND A SUSPECT CAR WHICH WAS 
LATER BLOWN UP BY THE ARMY, EORCED THE CLOSURE OF SEVERAL MAIN 
STREETS. THIS CAUSED TRAFFIC CHAOS IN THE CITY CENTER. 

3. MANY PEOPLE EXPECTED THAT WITH THE END TO THE EIREMENS 
STRIKE ON JANUARY 16 THERE WOULD BE AN EASING-OFF OF THE IRA'S 
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CURRENT FIREBOMBING CAMPAIGN. THUS PAR NO SUCH EASING HAS 
OCCURRED AND THE PROVINCE CONTINUES ITS NEW YEAR AVERAGE OF AT 
LEAST THREE BUSINESS PREMISES EACH DAY DESTROYED BY THE BOMBERS. 
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